Advent Line – Day 1

Visuals to print for the advent line...
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Possible activities...

Colour in the map, fill in the blanks and stick it to your advent line. Do any map jigsaws or look at an atlas together, go online and see some of the wonders of the world or images from space....

Blow up the globe beach ball thinking about how God made the world just by speaking!  Practice the the rhyme: 

The Lord made the world so he is king, 

The Lord made the world so he's the boss of everything. 

Then take it in turns to hold the globe and say the rhyme tagging on: “We're glad he made (insert name of something you are glad that God made)..............” at the end. 

To make it harder you can do it accumulatively as a memory game so that each person says the rhyme and all the things other people have said and then adds one on of his/her choice. 

Associated bible passages: Listen to Genesis 1-2 at supper time, and/or John 1:1-5; and Colossians 1:15-17

For the advent bag: The inflatable globe. 

Advent Line – Day 2

Visuals for the advent line...
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Alternatively – use blank circles for the faces and draw them on. 

Possible activities

Put the globe ball into a black sack and talk about the effect of the fall. Play catch with the ball using the following rhyme: 

We'd rather listen to the lies of the snake, 

than our loving maker – what a mistake!

I'm sad that sin has spoiled....

Some ideas: health, love, honesty, the perfect world God made, friendships, families, enjoyment




.....and most of all our love for God, our friendship with him.   

Associated bible passages 

Genesis chapter 3

Questions to talk about:

· What lies did Satan want Eve to believe?

· What did sin spoil?

· How do we see that in our lives?

For the advent bag: A rubber snake

Advent Line – Day 3

Visuals for the advent line...

Make a snake out of card, wool, string or whatever grabs your fancy! Have fun with ribbons or pipe cleaners for a forked tongue if you want to. 

Attach the snake to an index card.

Then using a boot print stamper dipped in brown paint print a boot print on to the snake!

To make the stamper I used a flat, textured square kitchen sponge and cut out a rough boot print shape.  I glued it to a plastic cotton reel (a cork would work just as well). The cotton reel then acts as a handle to hold while the spongy boot shape is dipped into paint and then stamped on to the snake!       
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And I will put _________ between you (the serpent)

and the woman, and between your __________

and hers; he _________your _______,


and you will __________ his________.” 

Genesis 3:15

Possible activities

Make: Use a long roll of paper to make some long paper snakes – have fun with patterns and spots etc. 

Play: Toss the welly at the snake's head – the closer the welly's heel lands to the head the better!  

Play: Musical snakes – have enough snakes for everyone and then when the music stops stand on a snake. To make it competitive remove a snake each time.....   

Hurray, God's snake crush-er will come, 

let's look out for God's promised one. 

Associated bible passages: Genesis 3 (again - listen out for the promise!)   

Questions to talk about with older children:

· What does God promise? Someone to crush Satan's head. 

· What do we know about this person? He will be born from a woman. He will be harmed by Satan, but Satan will be destroyed by him! 

· Has God kept this promise? How? So is Satan stamped out , or is he still active? 

Promise – tie a promise ribbon to the string above today's card. 

Advent Line – Day 4

Visuals for the advent line...

Fill today's index card with people – this can be lots of smiley faces, stick people or a more detailed scene of people going about daily life....

Next – flood the picture. Cover the index card with foil and/or other blue collage material.

Finally, stick on boat with 8 happy faces.



Possible activities

Put the globe ball into a big blue bag, wrap it in blue paper or cover it with a blue blanket. 

Teach: Gen 6-9 shows us God's justice and his mercy. Justice And Mercy – JAM!  

Play: Jammy Dodger rolling! Make a rolling board – an ark at the top of a long piece of paper coloured in blue. Once you get your biscuit in the ark you can eat it! 

Summary Rhyme

Justice and mercy met at the flood

Our rescue's greater, our ark is his blood. 

Associated bible passages 

Genesis 6-9

For the advent bag: A packet of Jammy Dodgers

Advent Line – Day 5

Visuals for the advent line...

A craft of a lovely land and/or: 

                 
      

                              
    

Possible activities

Get the following out of the advent bag: A lego man/playmobil man and a torch – and then hide him amongst lots of others. 

Talk about God choosing Abraham out of all the people's of the earth to receive his promises. 

Associated bible passages 

Gen 12:1-3 and 17

As you listen spot the promises and put up the relevant index cards.

Summary Rhyme: 

A land, a nation, God's blessing to all

a descendant able to reverse the fall. 

Advent Line – Day 6

Visuals for the advent line...

Lots and lots of people! Collage of faces from a magazine

Possible activities

Associated bible passages 

Gen 12:1-3 and 17

Summary Rhyme

A land, a nation, God's blessing to all

a descendant able to reverse the fall.

Activity

Listen to...

Questions to talk about:

Advent Line – Day 7

Visuals for the advent line...

Picture of the globe with a big tick on it, and a smiley face sticker
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Possible activities

· Throw the globe (in it's bag) into the blessing bucket.

· Have all the playmobil or lego people that Abraham was chosen out of before and talk about how choosing Abraham wasn't just for him, but part of a bigger plan for the whole world. 

Associated bible passages 

Gen 12:1-3 and 17

Summary Rhyme

A land, a nation, God's blessing to all

a descendant able to reverse the fall.

For the advent bag: A blessing label for the blessing bucket: could be in outline so that it can be coloured in.  

Promise – tie a promise ribbon to the string above today's card.

. 

Advent Line – Day 8

Visuals for the advent line...

Abraham


Isaac

Jacob (Israel)


Joseph + 11


               Lots of Israelites in Egypt

……… in slavery, in someone else's land.  

Possible activities

Following a piece of string (the promise thread) around the house stopping at certain points to fill in a tag stuck on it. Family tree info and location, promises happening, things not happening yet....

Associated bible passages 

Exodus 1

Questions to talk about:

Which of the promises have been fulfilled? 

What are they still waiting for?

Summary Rhyme

As God had promised – Israel's numbers grow large

but it seems to the world that Pharaoh's in charge.

For the advent bag: A ball of string

Advent Line – Day 9

Visuals for the advent line...

Draw/make two door frames that you can place one above the other on your index card. 

Cut a flap so that you can open the two doors to reveal either a happy face or a sad face underneath. Think about what made the difference between safety and sorrow and place blood on the door frame that has the happy face. 


Possible activities

Gather some toys and divide them into two groups – the Egyptians and the Israelites. Allocate doors in your house to the different toys. Some doors for Egyptian toys and some for Israelite toys. Then 'sacrifice' a lamb (we tie a red ribbon around the neck of a toy lamb) and blu-tak 'blood' onto the Israelites door frames, but don't put anything on the Egyptian doors. Then talk through what happened at the passover – death of the lamb in place of the death of the first born son. 

Associated bible passages: Exodus 12

Advent Line – Day 9 (continued)

Summary Rhyme

God's passover plague – the angel of death

a lamb or a son would take its last breath. 

For the advent bag: A lamb

Advent Line – Day 10

Visuals for the advent line...

Hearing how to live with God as their 

Holy

Rescuing

King

Possible activities

Each write a story with the following sections:

Once upon a time an amazing thing happened to a group of people called the 

 _______________. Let me tell you what it was.....

Well that was amazing – but you'll never guess what happened next! …...

You see what they really need to know was.......

And/or

Can you all bring me something beginning with... L A W

Associated bible passages: Ex 20, Matthew 22:36-40 

Questions to talk about:

· When were the commands given? Before or after the rescue?

· How does Jesus summarise the law?

· What have the people already found out about God – passover, Red Sea...

· What do his people find out about God at Mt Sinai?  Holy, Forgiving

· Now they can start enjoying God and bringing him glory!

Advent Line – Day 10 (continued)

Summary Rhyme

God's good way to live and a spotlight on sin,

The Law shows us life with God as our king.

For the advent bag: 

Story framework to be filled in: 

Once upon a time an amazing thing happened to a group of people called the  _______________. Let me tell you what it was.....

Well that was amazing – but you'll never guess what happened next! …...

At the end of it all - what they really need to know was.......

Advent Line – Day 11

Visuals for the advent line...

Possible activities

Fill in the gaps, games....

Associated bible passages 

Summary Rhyme

God kept his promise to Abraham

He gave the Israelites the promised land

For the advent bag: The map for the advent line

Advent Line – Day 12

God promised 










Someone from his family line would be a 


King 
 ___________________  =   
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Activity

Listen to...

Questions to talk about:

Advent Line – Day 13

Visuals for the advent line...

Exile – Israel leaving the land. 

Possible activities

Fill in the gaps, games....

Associated bible passages 

Summary Rhyme

For the advent bag: The

Advent Line – Day 14

Visuals

Daniel told us long                        the 





of 




is   

How much power does he have? 




AND


 AND 

God promised in Daniel 7 that he will come and rule forever one day! 

Activity

Listen to...

Questions to talk about:

Advent Line – Day 15

Visuals for the advent line...

Use the following images to spell out J E S U S 


     
     
    
    
    
  


    
    
     
     
     
  

Possible activities

Fill in the gaps, games....

Associated bible passages 

Summary Rhyme

Joseph was told that Jesus would be his name

From our sins he would save us, he would take the blame.  

For the advent bag: A rescue vehicle

Advent Line – Day 16

Visuals for the advent line...

Attach a cardboard arrow to the bottom of the crown below. Make a slit in your index card in the centre near the base and feed the arrow through it so that you can pull the arrow down to bring God to be with us.    


        
       

Possible activities

Fill in the gaps, games....

Associated bible passages 

Summary Rhyme

To be without God is the worst thing of all

Rejoice! He will send Immanu-el

For the advent bag: 

Advent Line – Day 17

Visuals for the advent line...

Isaiah 9:2

Possible activities

Get the languishing globe in the black sack out. See what promises you can remember from our promise thread: The Snake Crusher, Abraham's descendant, the forever King, the Son of Man, the one who would bring God's salvation! 

But Israel were not showing the world what God was like, they were following the world and worshipping its false gods. They had been sent away from their land, and even though they came back it was not the same as when David and Solomon had been ruling the undivided kingdom with the original temple representing God's majestic presence with them. The best way to describe the world – including God's chosen people is dark.     

Then we hear these wonderful words from Is 9:2

Shine a torch into the bag. 

God himself would come into the world, enter the darkness and bring light (torch into the bag). The mighty Son of Man (crown into the bag), to save (Ambulance into the bag), to crush the snake's head (plimsol)

All they had to do was wait and it would happen! 

Associated bible passages: Isaiah 9, John 1, John 5

Summary Rhyme

For the advent bag: A torch

Advent Line – Day 18

Visuals for the advent line...

Isaiah 53:6, contrasted with the rescuing Christ.

Acrostic of Christ going down an index card as the 'front cover' opening to reveal the stripes/sheep card. 

C: Chosen; H: Hope; Ruler; I: Indestructible; S: Saviour; T: Triumphant   

Possible activities

Think about who they were waiting for. Introduce the word Christ using the acrostic from above. Make the card for it. 

Then contrast that to the suffering servant from Is 53. 

So we have the idea of a ruler in our sack already, but we need to add the picture of the servant who would suffer. (Add a little bag of nails)

Associated bible passages: Psalm 2, Isaiah 53:6, Mark 15.  

Summary Rhyme

The Christ would come to set them free

but freedom came as he hung on a tree

For the advent bag: A sheep and a cross

Advent Line – Day 19 (and 20)

Visuals for the advent line...

Waiting!

Possible activities

Take things out of the bag – promises waiting to happen. 

· shoe

· nails

· ambulance

· post-it crown

· post-it GOD

· torch

Place items next to the clock from the advent bag. 

Associated bible passages 

Summary Rhyme

God's rescuer was on his way – they just had to wait

God's rescuer was on his way and God is never late. 

For the advent bag: A clock/sand timer

Advent Line – Day 20

Still waiting! 

Advent Line – Day 21

Visuals for the advent line...

For all the promises of God find their... 

Picture of a manger from a Christmas card to open as 

a flap under which the word YES in cut out letters

...in Jesus.  2 Corinthians 1:20

Alternative visual: make a cross shape out of a collage of Christmas cards. 

Possible activities

Put all the promise objects into the bag with the world with a crib/baby Jesus finger puppet. 

Treasure hunt to find the yes. 

Associated bible passages 

Simeon at the temple, Mark 8

Summary Rhyme

For the advent bag: A big paper YES! 

Advent Line – Day 22, 23, and 24

Visuals for the advent line...

Day 22, and 23 - waiting

Day 24: A scroll saying: Jesus promised: “I am coming very soon”. Yes Lord Jesus, please come.  

Possible activities

Deflate the globe. Throw away the sack. Talk about Jesus making all things new. 

Associated bible passages 

Day 22, 23 – now not yet, 2 Cor 4

Day 24 - Rev 21. 

Song – There is a Day (We will meet him in the air). 

Summary Rhyme

For the advent bag: Scroll for the advent line. 

GOD





US





US





Immanuel





“You are worthy, our Lord and __ __ __, 





to receive g __ __ __ ___ and honour and p__ __ __ __ ,





for you __ __ __ __ __ __ __ all things, 





and by your will they were created





and have their being.” 





Revelation 4v11





            Crush





Heel      	Enmity    		


	Head





Offspring         Strike 








Fold





Fold





Cut - - - 





Cut - - - 





e	b	w	j	e





Use the letter before 


each letter of the alphabet	





1





2





3





4





5





6





7





8





_______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______.    








